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E&C Environment and Conservation Zone

Zone Development Control and Design Regulations — Environment and Conservation Zone

Purpose

The purpose of the Environmental and Conservation Zones is to protect and maintain areas within Qatar that have
special scenic, natural, unique critical habitat and ecological values. The zone includes the Environmental
Protected Areas gazetted by the Private Engineer Office and the MME as well as other areas that are
environmentally sensitive including Sabkhat, Rodhat and Wadi.

Because of the sensitive environmental values present in the Environmental Conservation Zone, the level of
development and intensity of public use (relative to the Open Space and Green Belt Zones), is heavily restricted.
Few uses are permitted, with some others made conditional which allows full assessment of their potential effects
on the environment. All other uses are prohibited.

Development within the Environmental and Conservation zone is also subject to compliance with the MME’s
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) procedures required in Qatar’s decreed Law 30, 2002, Protection of
Environment. All applications for conditional approval will be referred to the MME.

Objectives

Adverse effects

o Adverse impacts of activities on the scenic, natural environment, critical habitat, and ecological values will
be avoided.

o Other than passive recreation, the only uses that may be approved through conditional development
application will be those that have a low intensity of development and are consistent with any approved
management plan for the area.

Built Form and Ground Disturbance

o Structures and ground disturbance will be significantly limited in their scale, bulk and physical
extent in order to protect the natural character and habitat values of the Zone.

o Allland uses and structures (including those ancillaries to passive recreation activities) will require a
development approval as a conditional use, and applications must be accompanied by a
comprehensive Environmental Impact Assessment setting out detailed Environmental Management
Systems approved by the MME ensuring the development and uses remain low impact and avoid any
permanent loss or impact on the natural environment.

o The scale and appearance of buildings associated with passive recreation uses within the
Environment and Conservation Zone must be in keeping with the primary purpose and the overall
landscape character of the zone.

o The establishment of passive recreation and small-scale tourism facilities in suitable locations is
permitted only where they do not compromise the intent of the zone, and in a manner that minimizes
land use conflicts

o Infrastructure such as roads and car parking are similarly constrained to avoid any adverse impacts
on these sensitive environments
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